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that subject which he hoped to utilise for the public benefit *. Respecting telephones it was unsatisfactory that ike Government had to compete, with private firms, and before long the system must be taken tip by the Government and telephones placed oil the same footing as telegraphs, and be controlled altogether by the Government2.
Socialists will agree with their friend, the Postmaster-General, that it is unsatisfactory that the State has to compete with private enterprise. If the State could suppress private enterprise, if it could eliminate the factors of human progress, commercial success, and national greatness, it would enable socialism to take the place of civilisation ; but while private enterprise enjoys its present freedom, which will be as long as men value liberty, socialism has no chance of success.
Whether or not it is the intention of the State to take over the telephone, it should not be forgotten that it did its best to obstruct its introduction, and prevent the use of that ingenious and novel invention in this country. Although. the telephone was not invented and brought to this country till 1877, it was found, to be embraced by the wide-moaning terms of the Telegraphs Act of 1869. The Post Office declined to use it or to allow private enterprise to do so. The State having become a trader in. the conveyance of intelligence electrically, was afraid that by allowing private enterprise to use the telephone the telegraph monopoly would be seriously interfered with. But this clog-in-the-manger policy was of short duration. The public, fully alive to the advantages to be derived by such a cheap and handy means of communication as the telephone would afford, demanded that some concession should be made by the Post Office. This was eventually done, the telephone companies being permitted to establish communication in certain places, providing they handed over to the
1 The manner in which the Post-     firms selling at a lower rate than the
master-General has utilised his 4 in-     Post Cilice lie, has increased tbe rate
formation' 'for the public benefit' is     for .stamping private postcards front.
worthy of notice.   Ho has caused the     is. 6tf. to 2.s. 6d. per quire, thus im-
Post  Office to  issue  postcards of a     posing a fee of 200 per cent. above
similar quality to those hitherto pro-     the price at which any printer would
duced and sold at a profit by private     execute the work !  Vidu Mr. llunnikor
firms for G^d, per dozen   at 6d. for     Heaton's PnntulHcfurm, pp. 12, (3.
ton, and in order to prevent private         2 St. James sCasdh:, June 27th, 1838,